Society of Professional Journalists
Minnesota Pro Chapter

Board of Directors Meeting
October 28, 2008

Star Tribune offices, Minneapolis

Board members present: Nicole Garrison-Sprenger, president; Sarah Bauer, secretary; Jeff Achen, Art Hughes,
Karen Lundegaard, Sarah McKenzie, Andy Tellijohn, directors.

I.  Treasurer’s Report (Dave Beal)
a. Beal could not attend the meeting, and submitted a full treasurer’s report prior to the meeting.
Some highlights:
i. The NBNA billed SPJ $1,712 for the 2008 regional conference. Bauer will send accounting to

everyone via email.

ii. Since SPJ received a grant from national for the RNC event, our net expense is only $214.

iii. Beal will fill out the organization’s Form 990 “e-postcard,” due Dec. 15

iv. Kathy Vos from Mankato was reimbursed for her Page One expenses, and sent the board a
nice thank you note.

v. Bauer raises the issue in Beal’s report that since employers are generally not reimbursing
board members for the national convention expenses, the board might consider 75-100%
reimbursement in the upcoming year.

. Membership Survey

a. The survey was sent on Oct. 23, and we have received 11 responses so far. Garrison-Sprenger thinks

the information will be useful, and included a reminder to fill out the survey in an email sent on Oct.
28.

M. Newsletter
a. Goal to send out newsletter, by email (and by mail only to those without email addresses), on
Friday, Nov. 14. Copy due to Art Hughes by Nov. 10™.
b. Content to include:
i. General program update/preview/event calendar (Lutz-Theisen)
ii. Page oneinfo
iii. RNC event (Hughes)
iv. Letter from President (Garrison-Sprenger)

V. Programs Update
a. Garrison-Sprenger suggests the Programming Committee meet soon to sort out programming
through January (*Amanda Lutz, Scott Theisen, Jeff Achen, Dave Beal, Sarah Bauer, Andy Tellijohn)
b. November program: Election Recap (Nov. 19 or 20) — casual discussion of elections issues, ads, etc.
Possible speakers: David Brauer, Eric Black, Pat Kessler, Chuck Olsen, Bob Collins...
c. January program: Comment Board Controversy
d. Holiday Party: Friday, Dec. 12 at Alyssa Ford’s House (mark your calendars!)
e. Regional conference (Bauer)
i. Bauer attended NBNA board meeting on Oct. 11 as SPJ rep.
ii. Prices will increase by $5 for each individual event/$10-20 for full packages
iii. Programming info:
1. Programming — collaborations



a. The Foundation for American Communications will do the Friday morning
“super session” from 8:30 to 11:15 a.m. The subject will be reporting on the
financial crisis — working title: “Forgive us our Debts.” (Co-sponsored by all
orgs. Involved.)

b. We will collaborate with NBNA & AP for the Saturday morning “super
session” that will address issues of technology/multimedia and journalism —
working title, “All a Twitter.”

2. Programming —SPJ

a. Friday: Mark of Excellence Award Luncheon — speaker suggestions: Ira
Glass? Someone from Pulitzer-winning team at Milwaukee Journal Sentinel?

b. Friday: Working with NBNA to do “Job Seekers Boot Camp” instead of
traditional “How to Find First Job” panel. Will be aimed at first-time job
seekers and those looking for a new gig. First session will address how to
create a good resume, second session will address specific questions about
broadcast or print job searching. (1:15 — 2:30 and 2:45 to 4:00)

c. Friday: Writing Workshop — Lundegaard suggests writing coach Laurie
Hertzel from the Strib, will ask if she’s available (4:15 — 5:30)

d. Saturday: Politics/Election/RNC-related session — if Nov. event goes well we
can recreate it here (1:15 — 2:30)

e. Saturday: Business Journalism or Arts & Culture reporting
(2:45 - 4:00)

3. Other
i. No job fair this year. It has not been worthwhile for students or
vendors.
ii. Instead, we will expand critiques to:
1. Broadcast (TV)
2. Radio
3. Print & Online
4. Resume/Cover letters
iii. Room will be staffed with people to conduct critiques from 1:00 —
5:15 on Friday and 1:00 — 4:30 on Saturday
V. Page One
a. The Page One Committee will meet on Nov. 21 at 8:45 a.m. at the Louisiana Café in St. Paul (*Sarah
Bauer, Joan Gilbertson, Scott Theisen, Amanda Lutz, Nicole Garrison-Sprenger).
b. Bauer raises issues related to potentially putting Page One contest all-online this year. Online
submission form, upload tool, and payment options.
Bauer will talk to Drew G about feasibility
Garrison-Sprenger will call smaller publications to see if they are amenable to the idea
Bauer will set up test registration form for board members to try
Best case scenario: entrants submit entry form, PDF file (or other digital file) with entry, and
payment online. We then organize entries into their categories and store at a secure server, where
judges would access the entries, judge entries and submit their results.
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The next meeting is TBD.
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Garrison-Sprenger, seconded by Bauer.

Respectfully submitted by Sarah Bauer, secretary
October 29, 2008



